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® City shown on the maps in the Atlas of Morth American English
(AMAEY, ar clearly falling within a particular dialect area, but for
which | have naot confirmed the information or found an audio
sample.

o Citywith data from Internet audio files forwhich [ am fairky
confident that the speaker represents well the native dialect. (Click
on a particular state ar province to see all of these links )

o ity with data from Internet audio files, but for which | am doubtful New Orleans_
about the native area of the speaker, or about how much his
speech has been influenced from living elsewhere. |

o City forwhich | have listened to a native to determine his dialect, Lowland O Gentilly
but do nat have an audia file. Jefferson Parish | Lo South

® Same asthe previous, but this also confirms the conclusions of pin=pen grleans ||, Parish
the AMAE. (Only used occasionally) Classical lsouthern

o Citywhose data was obtained from another source, not as audio Metairic:
files, orwhich was extrapolated from awvailable data. Often these
need further investigation.

o Citywhose dialect status is unclear, because it is near a dialect
boundary and no data (or insufficient data) is available, and which
needs to be investigated.
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...... Long 3 fronting 2
central-hack Indicates how the vowels of “boat”, “road”, “go”, etc. are
central-front proncunced, as far as fronting or backing in the mouth, This
----- gradation 1z mainly from north to south.
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Lpprommate boundary of areas in which white people drop
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Dialects, Based on

Pﬂatte s

"""""""" The red dotted line here indicates an area which 1z
0 "9 predominately Inland Southern, but is near the border

R Y

| E'-.h o with Lowland Southern and i which some higher
P_\ e, class speakers speak Lowland The reverse sitnation
3 may also ocour.
Areas that were Southern during the
{CEaanS;IZ?gn vouth of some living people, but which
Inuktituts are no longer Southern because of

massive population movement during
the last 100 years. (Sound samples of
older Southerners prowided.)
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Distinctions that determine how many distinct vowel sounds a
speaker has (see How Many Vowels are there in American

English?):

_ JINES

Double hatch: & — & +— & “cot” =“caught”, “Don” = “Dawn”, “fathet”
thymes with “bother” These speakers have only 13 wowels, whereas
speakers in other areas have at least 14, (This could be described as
“Lowest Cotmon Denominator English™ ) (See The Cot-Caught 3erger)

single hatch: Eastern Mew England: § — & “cot” = “caught”, “Don”
“Dawen”, “father” does not thyme with “bother™. (Everywhere elze on this
map except Greater Mew Yotk City “fathet™ does thyme with “hbother™
These speakers have 14 wowels, but not the same 14 as speakers in the

neti-hatched areas. (See The Father-Bother Distinction.)

Cot-caught ine: Separates “cot” = “caught” and “cot” £ “caught” areas.

Greater New YVeork City 85 4 £ 8 "ot & "canght”, "Don” £ “Dawn”,
“father” does not thyme with “bother™. Southern Britishers (and others
outside MNorth America) do the same. Howewer, this appears to be the only
area in Morth America with this three-way distinction.

Shott & split: “had”™ does not thyme with “bad” (Ewverywhere else on this
map “had” does thyme wath “bad”™ ) These speakers have 15 vowels, or, in
the case of Greater IMew York City, 16,
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Tounderstand this map, be sure toread the
guides at bop right and bottom left of the map.
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